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matter of Impositions assumed powers which none of his progenitors had assumed, both in time, in number, and in circumstance; that whereas no former King had set any Impositions but for a time limited, he had set them " for him and his heirs for ever: " whereas no former King bad set more than two or three, he had set more than as many hundreds ; whereas no former King had set them, but upon pretense of war or need, he had set them when there was no such pretense.
The matter, it is true, was a very delicate one to manage. The successful result of the conference would depend very much upon the temper and spirit in which it was opened, upon the tact and persuasive speech of the opener, and the personal favor with which the audience were prepared to look upon him and listen to him. In all these respects Bacon was no doubt the man for the work. The House knew by often-repeated experience in whose hands such a business had the best chance prospering. But the same skill which enables a man to guide a cause right which he wishes to succeed will enable him to guide wrong a cause which lie wishes to fail. Now they knew that; not long ago he had believed them to be wrong in point of law: and whether they were right or wrong, such a petition as they wanted to persuade the Lords to join in was certain to bring them into disagreeable collision with the King; whose most recent declaration on the subject was regarded as discouraging. How was it that they could trust him with such an office ? Upon the point of law, indeed, it is possible that he-had changed his opinion. When the question first fell under debate, the records (upon the evidence of which the argument chiefly turned) had been imperfectly examined; and one distinguished lawyer who had formerly been a conspicuous speaker on behalf of the King's right to impose, had professed himself a convert upon the sight of precedents winch had beenhat the King had in thisuoting in extenao.Conference.STLTBT*-
